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Story 

Don Quixote, a valiant and eccentric old gentleman lies ill at his castle 
in Barcelona, surrounded by dust covered books in which he has 
been reading tales of the gallant knight errant. He dreams of the Lady 
Dulcinea, heroine of one of the stories, and in his delirium vows to save 
her from her persecutors. His neighbor, Sancho Panza, pursued by two 
market women who have been sent to fetch him home, interrupts the 
Don’s delusions. Don Quixote enlists him as his squire and together they 
set out on their chivalrous adventures.

Act I 
At the port of Barcelona the lovely Kitri seeks out her sweetheart, the 
gallant young barber, Basilio. Their happy meeting in the square is 
interrupted by her father, the innkeeper Lorenzo, who tries to force 
her into accepting the hand of Gamache, a rich nobleman. She refuses 
and with Basilio takes part in the festivities of the townsfolk. The joy of 
dancing is broken up by the arrival of the Don and Sancho Panza, who 
becomes the target of some horseplay by the villagers, until his master 
rescues him. As Kitri dances with Basilio, Don Quixote imagines her to 
be Dulcinea and invites her to be his partner. Gamache is furious, but 
reluctantly joins with the crowd in supporting the Don’s hallucination. In 
the confusion that follows, Kitri and Basilio run off to get married with 
Lorenzo and Gamache in hot pursuit. Don Quixote and Sancho Panza set 
out after them to right all the wrongs.

Act II, Scene I
The lovers, seeking shelter in a windmill on the plain of Montiel, are 
captured by a troupe of gypsies, who discover they have nothing worth 
stealing. Instead, they seize and rob Lorenzo and Gamache, and when 
the knight and his squire appear, the gypsies hide Kitri and Basilio 
and distract all their guests with dancing and a puppet show. But Don 
Quixote, becoming confused, sees the puppets as enemies and attacks 
them, breaking up the entertainment. His agitation continues when he 
sees the windmill as a monster, which he attacks with great courage but 
unfortunate results. As the gypsies laugh at his defeat, the lovers run off, 
Lorenzo and Gamache at their heels.

Act II, Scene II
At the engagement of Solor and Gamzatti, Nikiya is commanded to 
dance. Gamzatti presents her with a basket of flowers which Nikiya 
believes to be from Solor, but conceals a deadly snake. Nikiya is bitten, 
and when Solor leaves with Gamzatti, she refuses the antidote and dies.

Act III, Scene I
Kitri, Basilio, and their friends are celebrating their escape in a tavern 
when Lorenzo and Gamache, with Don Quixote and Sancho Panza not far 
behind, arrive. Lorenzo is determined to marry his daughter to Gamache. 
In desperation, Kitri and Basilio decide to try playing a last trick on 
Don Quixote. Basilio pretends to stab himself in jealous despair, while 
Kitri implores the Don for help. In his pursuit to right a wrong, the Don 

forces Lorenzo to bless the young lovers before they are parted forever. 
Indignant, Gamache challenges the Don to a duel and is defeated.

Act III, Scene II
The lovers are united. As Don Quixote gives his blessing to the young 
pair, he sees a vision of Dulcinea still leading him on his quest. Valiantly 
he sets out with Sancho Panza by his side to once more perform deeds 
of Chivalry in Dulcinea’s service.

The Music of Ludwig Minkus

Dates: Born March 1826 in Vienna, Austria and died December 1917 in 
Vienna, Austria

Nationality: Austrian

Style/Period: Romantic Period

Famous Works: Paquita, La Bayadere, Don Quixote, La Source

Bio: Ludwig Minkus, a ballet composer and violinist, was born in Vienna 
in 1826 and made his appearance as a composer in Paris in April of 1846. 
In 1853 he went to Russia as the conductor of Prince N. B. Yusupov’s 
serf orchestra in St. Petersburg and was a soloist in the Moscow Bolshoi 
Orchestra from 1861-1872. He also taught at the Moscow Conservatory 
(1866-1872). 

From 1864-1871 Minkus was the official ballet composer at the Bolshoi 
Theatre in Moscow. In 1871 he was transferred to St. Petersburg, where 
he worked until 1891 when his position was eliminated and he retired. 
Discontent with his small pension, the composer left Russia for Austria, 
where he died in 1917 at the age of 91.

The composer of over twenty ballets, Minkus was an excellent craftsman 
in the style of ballet music of his day. His music, hailed as a masterwork of 
ballet music by contemporary critics, is melodic and distinguished by clear 
dance rhythms. Although plans were made to have a score composed by 
Cesare Pugni, choreographer Marius Petipa chose, instead, to work with 
Minkus. Minkus supplied a score filled with a great variety of Spanish-
styled flair and, in 1869, premiered to a resounding success. It has since 
become one of the most celebrated works in the classical ballet repertory.

Take-Aways

•  What effect can the music of Don Quixote have on the audience? 

•  What do you think is the relationship between music and dance? 

•  Pick out three different scenes in the ballet. How did the music 
change for each scene? Did the music reflect the mood of the 
scene? How did the music affect the dancing? 

•  Listen to one or two pieces of music by the composer that are not 
from Don Quixote. What kind of story do you think this music tells? 
What kind of dancing does this music make you want to do? 




