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Story 

Scene I
In a remote place, the Prince and his crew explore a strange and 
mysterious object. The men are captivated and intrigued by its existence. 
Energy and light begin to escape from the object, and an alien starts 
to materialize before them. The men, astounded by such a wondrous 
creature, attempt to capture her. Powerless against the group, the alien 
submits to their strength. The Prince, realizing her distress, helps revive 
her and allows her to regain strength. Fully restored, the alien leads the 
Prince away from his crew, transporting him to the world of the Immortal 
Kastchei and taking him one step closer to his destiny. In gratitude, she 
bestows upon him a gift – a magic crystal – that will call for her assistance 
should he ever need it. The alien then disappears, leaving the Prince to 
wander alone.

Scene II
Kastchei’s prisoners, the Princess and her tribe of warrior princesses, 
gather together for their daily recreation time under the supervision 
of Kastchei’s High Ranking Generals. While the women play, the High 
Ranking Generals fall asleep, leaving them unwatched. At this moment, 
the Prince suddenly stumbles into the group. As if drawn together by 
fate, the Prince and the Princess dance together and declare their love 
for each other. Lost in their own world, the two fall asleep in each other’s 
embrace. The group awakens and the High Ranking Generals discover the 
Prince and the Princess together. They rip them apart, seize the Prince and 
prepare to deliver him to Kastchei. 

Kastchei arrives with a horde of his monsters, people he has captured 
and enslaved who have lost their humanity under his spell. He is angered 
by the Prince’s actions and attempts to destroy him. The princesses beg 
for Kastchei’s mercy to no avail. The Prince suddenly remembers his gift 
from the alien and uses it to call for her presence. At the last moment, 
she appears. Using her energetic powers, she forces everyone to dance 
wildly, draining them of their will and controlling them until they collapse. 
Instead, the alien forces the High Ranking Generals to destroy Kastchei 
and tear him apart. With Kastchei’s death, his evil spell is broken and 
the land is once again free. Their destinies fulfilled, the Prince and the 
Princess are crowned and all at the ceremony rejoice.

The Music of Igor Stravinsky

Dates: Born June 1882 in Oranienbaum, Russia and died April 1971 in 
New York City, USA

Nationality: Russian

Style/Period: 20th Century, Russian Period, Neoclassical Period, 
Serial Period

Famous Works: The Firebird, Petrushka, The Rite of Spring,  
Symphony in C, Pulcinella, Soldier’s Tale, Les Noces

Bio: Igor Fyodorovich Stravinsky was born to musical parents who 
were both accomplished musicians and singers. However, they did 
not want their son to follow in their footsteps and persuaded him to 
study law after finishing secondary school. Luckily for Stravinsky, fate 
intervened and, during his studies at the University of St. Petersburg, 
he met and befriended Vladimir Rimsky-Korsakov, whose father, Nikolai 
Rimsky-Korsakov, was a well-known composer. Stravinsky soon became 
Nikolai’s pupil and pursued the art form rigorously after the death of his 
father in 1902.

Stravinsky rose to fame in the early 1900s through his work in 
partnership with Sergei Diaghilev and The Ballets Russes. As a result 
of this partnership, Stravinsky would go on to create his most notable 
works The Firebird, Petrushka, and The Rite of Spring. After a period of 
time spent in Switzerland and France, Stravinsky moved to the United 
States in 1939 following the deaths of his wife and daughter from 
tuberculosis. There, he completed many works including the famed 
Symphony in C. After an illustrious and prolific career, Stravinsky died 
in New York City on April 6, 1971 with more than 100 works in his 
repertoire.

Take-Aways

•  What effect can the music of The Firebird have on the audience? 

•  What do you think is the relationship between music and dance? 

•  Pick out two different scenes in the ballet. How did the music 
change for each scene? Did the music reflect the mood of the 
scene? How did the music affect the dancing? 

•  Listen to one or two pieces of music by the composer that are not 
from Firebird. What kind of story do you think this music tells? 
What kind of dancing does this music make you want to do? 




