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Story 

Act I
The Town Square – At dawn in the streets of fair Verona, Romeo, the son of 
Lord and Lady Montague, is following the aloof beauty Rosalind hoping she 
will cast a favorable eye on him. Vendors fill the square and those faithful to 
the House of Capulet begin to tease and taunt those faithful to the House of 
Montague which turns into an all-out brawl. The Prince of Verona is forced 
to intervene, ordering an end to the fighting. 

Juliet’s Courtyard – Juliet, the teenage daughter of Lord and Lady Capulet, 
is playing with her cousins. In the midst of Juliet’s game, Lord and Lady 
Capulet arrive to present their daughter to Paris, a wealthy young nobleman 
who wishes for her hand in marriage.

In Front of the House of Capulet – As guests are arriving to the Capulet Ball, 
Mercutio and Benvolio, Romeo’s friends, try to distract the love-lorn Romeo 
from thoughts of Rosalind by coaxing him into crashing the Capulet party. 
Donning masks and capes they enter the Capulet house unrecognized.

The Capulet Ball – The elegant lords and ladies of Verona are enjoying the 
festivities. Juliet enters to greet her parents and is put on the arm of Paris. 
Romeo and Juliet notice each other for the first time and are instantly 
enamored by each other. Tybalt, aware that it is Romeo behind the mask, 
orders him to leave at once. Lord Capulet intervenes and welcomes Romeo 
as a guest in his home. 

Juliet’s Balcony – Unable to sleep as her mind stirs with thoughts of her 
new-found love, Juliet wanders onto her balcony to dream of Romeo. 
Romeo, longing to see Juliet once again, appears in the garden beneath 
her balcony. As the night comes to a close, they proclaim their love for one 
another, reluctantly bidding goodnight.

Act II
The Market Square – The day after the Capulet Ball the square is alive. While 
Mercutio and Benvolio dance with the townspeople, Romeo daydreams 
of Juliet. Juliet’s nurse finds Romeo in the crowd and gives him a letter 
from Juliet. The letter requests that Romeo meet Juliet in secret at Friar 
Laurence’s Chapel so they may be married.

The Chapel – Romeo and Juliet are secretly married by Friar Laurence, who 
hopes their union will end the feud between the Montagues and Capulets. 

The Market Square – Tybalt enters the square looking for Romeo to exact 
revenge for disrupting the Ball. Romeo refuses to fight, unable to tell 
Tybalt that they are now in fact cousins by marriage. Tybalt insults Romeo’s 
cowardice and Mercutio steps in to defend his friend’s honor. They fight 
and as Romeo tries to stop them, Tybalt fatally wounds Mercutio. Romeo 
avenges his friend’s death in a vicious fight resulting in Tybalt’s death. 

Act III
Juliet’s Bedroom – Having been exiled from Verona, Romeo pays one last 
visit to Juliet to confess his eternal love and says goodbye. Juliet is reluctant 
to be separated from her new husband, but accepts the fact that the only 
way for Romeo to survive is to flee Verona. 

 The Chapel – Juliet’s parents insist that she marry Paris. Juliet cannot handle 
the thought of being wed to him, for Romeo is her one true love. She begs 
Friar Laurence for help. He devises a plan giving her a vial of sleeping 
potion that will make her fall into a death-like sleep. Believing her to be 
dead, her parents will place her body in the family crypt. Meanwhile, Romeo 
will receive a message from Friar Laurence, which will instruct him to return 
in the dark of night to rescue her from Verona and her dreaded fate. 

Juliet’s Bedroom – Unaware of her plan, Juliet’s parents believe she has come 
to her senses in her decision to marry Paris. The next morning though, they 
find their daughter apparently lifeless on the bed. 

The Capulet Family Crypt – Tragically, the Friar’s message never reached 
Romeo, but instead he heard the news of Juliet’s death. Wanting to see her 
one last time, Romeo returns to Verona and sneaks into the crypt where 
Juliet lies. Romeo cradles his wife’s lifeless body in his arms. Believing her 
to be dead, Romeo decides he cannot live without his true love and kills 
himself. Juliet awakes to find Romeo dead; wrought with anguish, Juliet 
takes her own life, joining her lover in death. 

The Music of Sergei Prokofiev

Dates: Born April 1891 in Sontsovka, Ukraine and died March 1953 in Moscow

Nationality: Russian

Style/Period: Modern 1920-Present

Famous Works: Peter & the Wolf, Scythian Suite, Romeo & Juliet and Cinderella

Bio: Prokofiev, whose mother was a pianist, was a child prodigy and expert 
pianist who composed his first opera when he was twelve years old. He was 
also something of a spoiled brat, and throughout his life he liked to break rules.

He left Russia in 1917 and lived in the United States and then France. He 
moved back to Russia in 1936, just as the communists were coming into 
power and dictating very strict rules for everyone, even for the kind of 
music composers could write. From this time on, his life as a composer in 
Russia was very hard. He always remembered his happy childhood, and 
much of his music is playful and full of humor. One of his best known 
compositions is Peter and the Wolf.

Take-Aways

•  What is the story of Romeo & Juliet about? Who are the main 
characters? Who is the protagonist? Who is the antagonist? 

•  What do you think is the main conflict of the story? 

•  Describe the actions of Tybalt. How do his actions influence the story?

•  What do you believe is the lesson of the ballet? 

•  After seeing the ballet, make a chart that lists the characters with 
words that describe their movements and role in the story. Create 
acrostic poems from these words. 




