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Story 

The King heralds the birth of his daughter Aurora with a christening 
ceremony, and invites the fairies of the kingdom to bestow their gifts 
of beauty, grace, song, temperament, and generosity upon the infant 
Princess. In the midst of the celebration, the arrival of Carabosse 
interrupts the festivities. Angry because she has not been invited, 
Carabosse delivers a curse upon the tiny princess: she will grow up to 
be beautiful, but one day will prick her finger and die. The Lilac Fairy 
intervenes, promising that the princess will but sleep until awakened by a 
Prince’s kiss of true love. 

Act I
It is Aurora’s 16th birthday party. Her father informs her that she must 
select one of four visiting princes as her husband. Aurora dances with the 
princes, each of whom offers her a rose and declares his love. In the midst 
of the festivities Aurora is presented with a spindle from a stranger and, 
taking the present, pricks her finger. As Aurora collapses, the stranger 
reveals herself as Carabosse to the King and vanishes in triumph. The Lilac 
Fairy reminds the King that Aurora only slumbers, and casts a spell over the 
entire court to put them to sleep. 

Act II
One hundred years later, Prince Désiré is hunting in the forest with his friends. 
As the hunt moves on the prince is left alone. To his amazement, the Lilac 
Fairy appears and conjures a vision of Princess Aurora. Enchanted by the 
vision, Prince Florimund begs the Lilac Fairy to lead him to Aurora. As the 
Prince makes his way to the castle he is confronted by Carabosse, and the Lilac 
Fairy drives her away. Désiré sees the sleeping Aurora and awakens her with 
a kiss. True love prevails, and Princess Aurora accepts Prince Désiré’s hand in 
marriage with the approval of the kingdom.

Act III
The court is celebrating the wedding of Princess Aurora and Prince 
Désiré. Characters from other fairy tales have joined to dance at the 
magnificent celebration. With the blessing of the Lilac Fairy, and their 
love sealed with a kiss, the new royal couple lives happily ever after.

The Music of Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

Dates: Born May 1840 in Kamsko-Votkinsk, Russia and died November 
1893 in St. Petersburg, Russia 

Nationality: Russian

Style/Period: Romantic Period

Famous Works: Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker 

Bio: Although not a member of the group of nationalistic composers 
usually known in English-speaking countries as The Mighty Five, his music 
has come to be known and loved for its distinctly Russian character as well 
as its rich harmonies and stirring melodies. His works, however, were much 

more western than his Russian contemporaries as he effectively used both 
nationalistic folk melodies and international elements. Tchaikovsky was born 
in Kamsko-Votkinsk, Russia to a mining engineer and his second wife, a 
woman of French ancestry. His last name derives from the Polish/Russian/
Ukranian word chaika, meaning seagull. Musically precocious, he began 
piano lessons at the age of five, however, Tchaikovsky was educated for a 
career as a civil servant. There was little opportunity for a musical career 
in Russia at that time and no system of public music education. When an 
opportunity for such an education arose, he entered the Saint Petersburg 
Conservatory, from which he graduated in 1865. The formal Western-
oriented teaching he received there set him apart from composers of the 
contemporary nationalist movement embodied by the Russian composers of 
The Five (Balakirev, Cui, Mussorgsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, and Borodin), with 
whom his professional relationship was mixed. 

Tchaikovsky’s training set him on a path to reconcile what he had learned 
with the native musical practices to which he had been exposed from 
childhood. From this reconciliation he forged a personal but unmistakably 
Russian style—a task that did not prove easy. The principles that governed 
melody, harmony and other fundamentals of Russian music ran completely 
counter to those that governed Western European music; this seemed 
to defeat the potential for using Russian music in large-scale Western 
composition or for forming a composite style, and it caused personal 
antipathies that dented Tchaikovsky’s self-confidence. Russian culture 
exhibited a split personality, with its native and adopted elements having 
drifted apart increasingly since the time of Peter the Great. This resulted in 
uncertainty among the intelligentsia about the country’s national identity—
an ambiguity mirrored in Tchaikovsky’s career.

Take-Aways

•  In ballet, there is no speaking, only miming. Were you able 
to understand what was being said? How were you able to 
understand what was being said during the ballet? 

•  Describe a situation in which you might use non-verbal 
communication to get your point across. 

•  How would you tell a story without using words? What parts of 
your body can you use to tell your story?

•  Break up into groups and take turns summarizing the story of The 
Sleeping Beauty without speaking.




