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Choreography by Marius Petipa with additional choreography by Daniela Cardim 

Music by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

The Phoenix Symphony conducted by Matthew Kasper 

Lighting Design by Michael Korsch

Scenery and Costume Design by David Walker  

Scenery and Costumes courtesy of Boston Ballet

Please see insert for casting.

October 23 – 26, 2025  
with The Phoenix Symphony at Symphony Hall 

Ballet Arizona dancers in The Sleeping Beauty. Photo by Alexander Iziliaev.

THE SLEEPING 
BEAUTY  

Opening night series sponsor 	 Sponsored in part by

F. Francis &  
Dionne Najafi

Please join us during the first intermission for the Prima Circle Reception in the lobby.

PRIMA CIRCLE MEMBERS
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Ballet Arizona dancers in Eroica. Photo by Alexander Iziliaev.

The Sleeping Beauty Synopsis

Prologue
The King and Queen herald the birth of his daughter Aurora with a christening 
ceremony, and invite the fairies of the kingdom to bestow their gifts of beauty, grace, 
song, temperament and generosity upon the infant Princess. Catalabutte, the Master 
of Ceremonies, checks the invitation list to ensure that all is in order. In the midst of 
the celebration, the arrival of the evil fairy Carabosse interrupts the festivities. Angry 
because she has not been invited, Carabosse delivers a curse upon the tiny princess: 
she will grow up to be beautiful, but one day will prick her finger and die. The Lilac 
Fairy intervenes, promising that the princess will not die, but will sleep until awakened 
by a Prince’s kiss of true love.

PAUSE

Act I
It is Aurora's 16th birthday party. Her father informs her that she must select one of 
four visiting princes as her husband. Aurora dances with the princes, each of whom 
offers her a rose and declares his love.

In the midst of the festivities, Aurora is presented with a spindle from a stranger and, 
taking the present, pricks her finger. As Aurora collapses, the stranger reveals herself 
as Carabosse to the King and vanishes in triumph. The Lilac Fairy reminds the King 
that Aurora only slumbers, and casts a spell over the entire court to put them to sleep. 

INTERMISSION

Act II
One hundred years later, Prince Désiré is hunting in the forest with his friends. As the 
hunt moves on the Prince is left alone. To his amazement, the Lilac Fairy appears and 
conjures a vision of Princess Aurora. Enchanted by the vision, Prince Désiré begs the 
Lilac Fairy to lead him to Aurora. 

As the Prince makes his way to the castle, he is confronted by Carabosse and the Lilac 
Fairy drives her away. Désiré sees the sleeping Aurora and awakens her with a kiss. 
True love prevails, and Princess Aurora accepts Prince Désiré’s hand in marriage with 
the approval of the kingdom.

PAUSE

Act III
The court is celebrating the wedding of Princess Aurora and Prince Désiré. Characters 
from other fairy tales have joined to dance at the magnificent celebration. With the 
blessing of the Lilac Fairy, and their love sealed with a kiss, the new royal couple lives 
happily ever after.
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About The Sleeping Beauty

History of The Sleeping Beauty 
The Sleeping Beauty first premiered at the Marinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg, Russia in 
1890 and in 2010 by Ballet Arizona. It is considered by many to be one of the greatest 
classical ballets of all time. Based on Charles Perrault’s La Belle au bois dormant, the 
ballet incorporates other fairy tale characters such as Little Red Riding Hood, Puss in 
Boots and Blue Bird. Although several versions exist, most ballet companies stage the 
ballet according to the choreography of Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov from their  
St. Petersburg performance of 1890. The Sleeping Beauty is one of the longest classical 
ballets still performed; danced in a prologue, three acts, and an apotheosis, the 
original production is nearly three hours long and is always shortened.  

The Music of Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (May 7, 1840 – November 6, 1893) was a Russian composer 
of the Romantic era. Although not a member of the group of nationalistic composers 
usually known in English-speaking countries as The Mighty Five, his music has come 
to be known and loved for its distinctly Russian character as well as its rich harmonies 
and stirring melodies. His works, however, were much more western than his Russian 
contemporaries as he effectively used both nationalistic folk melodies and international 
elements. Musically precocious, he began piano lessons at the age of five. In 1866, 
he was appointed professor of theory and harmony at the Moscow Conservatory, 
established that year. He held the post until approximately 1878. Tchaikovsky is perhaps 
most well known for his ballets. (1875–1876): Swan Lake, Op. 20. Tchaikovsky’s first 
ballet was first performed (with some omissions) at the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow in 
1877. (1888–1889): The Sleeping Beauty, Op. 66. Tchaikovsky considered this work one of 
his best. Its first performance was in 1890 at the Mariinsky Theatre in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia. (1891–1892): The Nutcracker, Op. 71. Tchaikovsky himself was less satisfied 
with this, his last ballet. It was only in his last years, with his last two ballets, that his 
contemporaries came to really appreciate his qualities as ballet music composer.

H
istory of The Sleeping B
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Ballet Arizona dancers in The Sleeping Beauty. Photo by Alexander Iziliaev.
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When did you start dancing?
I started taking ballet classes at the age of seven.

How long have you been with Ballet 
Arizona and what do you enjoy about 
dancing with the company?
I have been with Ballet Arizona for seven seasons. 

When I joined the company, I was in awe of the talent and diverse capabilities of 
the dancers. It was inspiring as a young professional to be able to learn from the 
other artists in the company and study the virtuosity of translating music into 
physical energy and storytelling. After seven seasons, I continue to draw inspiration 
from the amazing artists that I get to call my colleagues, and I love getting to share 
the stage with them and share this art form with our audience. 

What part of the 25/26 
season are you most  
excited about?
I am looking forward to The Sleeping 
Beauty. Classical ballets like The Sleeping 
Beauty come with their own histories. 
There is a prestigious lineage of dancers 
that have danced the roles in this 
ballet, and it is exciting to be given the 
opportunity to carry that mantle.

What is your favorite ballet 
to perform?
Of the ballets I have done, it is a tie 
between Myrtha from Giselle and the 
Waltz Girl in George Balanchine’s 
Serenade. I had so much fun on stage 
in those roles.

Meet the Dancers  
Demitra Bereveskos, Ballet Arizona dancer

For more information about 
Demitra and all of our dancers, 
visit balletaz.org. 

Demitra Bereveskos in Frida. Photo by Rosalie O'Connor.
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Company

Demitra Bereveskos
Indianapolis, Indiana | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2019
Training: Valentina Kozlava Dance Conservatory of New York, 
Canada's National Ballet School, Royal Ballet School, Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis School, The School of Ballet Arizona

Brooke Bendick
Columbus, Ohio | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2022
Training: The School of Ballet Arizona, Balletmet, Houston Ballet, 
City Ballet of San Diego

Lindsay Camden
Houston, Texas | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2023
Training: American Academy of Dance, Vitacca Vocational School 
for Dance, Ballet Arizona Studio Company

Luis Corrales
Havana, Cuba | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2019
Training: Cuban National Ballet School
Other Companies: Ballet San Antonio, Ecuador National Ballet,  
Ballet Laura Alonso

Serafin Castro
Villa Clara, Cuba | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2018
Training: Cuban National Ballet School  
Other Companies: National Ballet of Cuba, Ballet of Monterrey

Alli Chester 
Phoenix, Arizona | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2021 
Training: Houston Ballet Academy Professional Program,  
The School of Ballet Arizona

Sarah Diniz
Maracay, Venezuela | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2020
Training: The School of Ballet Arizona, Orlando Ballet School, Ballet 
Etudes, The Joffrey Ballet Academy, Pacific Northwest Ballet School,  
The Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School

Com
pany

Leticia Endler
Anápolis, Brazil | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2022
Training: Ballet Zulma Emrich, Cia Paulista de Dança,  
The School of Ballet Arizona Studio Company
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Jordan Islas
Phoenix, Arizona | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2024
Training: The School of Ballet Arizona, Clarendon Former Ballet Program

Eastlyn Jensen
Ridgefield, Connecticut | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2019
Training: The Studio at Ballet Etudes, American Ballet Theatre School,  
The School of American Ballet, Chautauqua Institution, Houston Ballet,  
Ballet West, The School of Ballet Arizona

Helio Lima
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2015
Training: Ballet Petite Dance School of Dance, New Zealand School of Dance
Other Companies: Theatro Municipal do Rio de Janeiro,  
Royal New Zealand Ballet, West Australian Ballet, Boston Ballet

Marco Giuriato
Budapest, Hungary | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2023
Training: Hungarian Dance University, Vaganova Ballet Academy, 
Miami City Ballet School

Veronica Hanson
Annandale, New Jersey | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2025
Training: Hunterdon Hills Ballet, The School of American Ballet 

Genevieve Heron
Oxfordshire, England | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2024
Training: Royal Ballet School, Elmhurst School for Dance.
Other Companies: New English Ballet Theatre, Northern Ballet, Royal 
Swedish Ballet, English National Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet

Rachel Gehr
Westfield, Indiana | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2020
Training: Indiana University Jacobs School of Music,  
Central Indiana Academy of Dance
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Company continued

Katherine Loxtercamp
Bemidji, Minnesota | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2016
Training: Reif Center, Maryland Youth Ballet,  
The School of Ballet Arizona 
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Randy Pacheco
Camagüey, Cuba | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2015
Training: National School of the Arts - Vincentia de la Torre
Other Companies: Ballet de Camagüey, Youth Ballet of Jalisco

Madison Penney
Phoenix, Arizona | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2025
Training: Master Ballet Academy, The Royal Ballet School  
Other Companies: Birmingham Royal Ballet, Atlanta Ballet

Braden Pollack
Chatham, New Jersey | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2025
Training: School of American Ballet

Katelyn May
Lake Oswego, Oregon | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2021
Training: Houston Ballet II, June Taylor’s School of Dance Ballet II 
Other Companies: Houston Ballet, Sarasota Ballet

Luis Olivera
Montevideo, Uruguay | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2022
Training: National School of Dance (Sodre), Miami City Ballet School

Erin Mesaros
Eagle, Michigan | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2022 
Training: Orlando Ballet School 
Other Companies: Orlando Ballet Second Company, San Diego Ballet 

Atsunari Matsuyama
Yamaguchi, Japan | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2020
Training: San Francisco Ballet School, The School of Ballet Arizona

Com
pany

Ethan Price
Phoenix, Arizona | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2016
Training: The School of Ballet Arizona 
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Company continued

McKenzie Thomas
Colorado Springs, Colorado | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2023 
Training: Zamuel Ballet School, Master Ballet Academy 
Other Companies: Orlando Ballet

Greg Trechel
Albany, New York | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2024 
Training: Northeast Ballet School, Miami City Ballet School,  
The School of Ballet Arizonas Studio Company

Ricardo Santos
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2016
Training: Conservatorio Brasileiro de Danca, The Australian Ballet School
Other Companies: Theatro Municipal do Rio de Janeiro, Joffrey Ballet, 
Boston Ballet

Erick Rojas
Mexico City, Mexico | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2023
Training: DanceFit Impulso al Talento, Miami City Ballet School

Isabella Seo
Los Angeles, California | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2021 
Training: Pittsburgh Ballet Theater Graduation Program,  
The Marat Daukayev School of Ballet

Alison Remmers
Sudbury, Massachusetts | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2014
Training: Walnut Hill School for the Arts, Princeton Ballet,  
Pacific Northwest Ballet, San Francisco Ballet
Other Companies: Pacific Northwest Ballet

Natalie Ramirez
Riverside, California | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2020
Training: Boston Ballet School, The School of Ballet Arizona,  
Pacific Northwest Ballet, The School of American Ballet

Trey Puckett
Spokane, Washington | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2022
Training: Spokane Ballet Studio, Dance Center of Spokane, 
Moses Lake Dance Academy, Huntsville Ballet Company, Central 
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, Miami City Ballet School



Ballet Arizona’s production of The Sleeping Beauty  
is sponsored in part by:  

Welcome to The Sleeping Beauty 
performed by Ballet Arizona! 

Dancing is an artistic endeavor, but it 
also requires great physical skill and puts 
physical demands on the body. There is a 
tremendous amount of training involved 
in preparing for a performance. The stress 
and intensity of that performance require 
whole-body conditioning to reduce the 
risk of injury. The Ballet Arizona dancer's 
effortless performances are backed by focus, 
endurance, and unparalleled athleticism. 
We recognize their dedication and excellent 
training as they provide world-class 
entertainment for all of us to enjoy.

Dr. Anikar Chhabra joined Mayo Clinic in 2015. 
He is Professor, Associate-Chair of Clinical 
Practice in Orthopedics, and the Chair of 
Sports Medicine at Mayo Clinic in Arizona. 
Dr. Chhabra was appointed to the Board of 
Directors of the Arizona Sports and Tourism 
Authority by the Governor. 
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Company

Com
pany / Sponsor Letter

Cheyenne You
Phoenix, Arizona | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2022 
Training: The School of Ballet Arizona

Gabriel Wright
Dallas, Oregon | Joined Ballet Arizona: 2021 
Training: Pacific Northwest Ballet Professional Division,  
Colburn Dance Academy, American Ballet Academy
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The Studio Company performs alongside the professional company and presents its 
own works independently. Acting as a bridge between school and professional life, the 
Studio Company provides an opportunity for students of the highest rank to pursue 
a career in dance. Members are selected by audition only and hail from all over the 
world. An indispensable and important part of their training is understudying and 
appearing regularly on stage with Ballet Arizona and in Studio Company productions.

Photo: Front Row (from left to right): Emerson Butler, BriAnna Binzak, Nahomi Alafita, Abigail Carpenter,  
Scarlett Fulton, Laurel Ho Back Row (from left to right): Dakota Blake, Dasha Derkach,  
Emma Taylor, Juliana Utzinger, Noah Finnigan, Elizabeth Millard, Gabriella Agnew- Huertas, Madeleine Smith 

Photo by Ron Brewer.

Studio Company
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Ballet Arizona Administrative Staff
ADMINISTRATIVE
Director of Operations 
Alexandra Sarver

Executive Assistant 
Korina Mitchell

HR Generalist 
Christian Espinoza

Accounting Service 
Four Leaf Financial  
& Accounting

MARKETING
Director of Marketing 
Averi Gutierrez

Marketing Coordinator 
Monet Almaraz

Marketing Specialist 
Renée Rodriguez

Tessitura System 
Administrator 
Stephen McDonough

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Director of Community 
Engagement  
Claire Martinez

Community Engagement 
Manager  
Haley Cantarella

Community Engagement 
Coordinator  
Elijah Evans

PHILANTHROPY
Director of Philanthropy 
Steven Henderson

Associate Director of 
Philanthropy  
Elyse Salisz

Philanthropy Events & 
Volunteer Manager 
Alana Davis

Corporate & Foundation 
Manager 
Sasha Vincett

Annual Fund 
Coordinator 
Gabriella Titolo

Philanthropy Assistant 
Paige Manne

Grant Consultant  
Good Works Grant Writing

BOX OFFICE
Box Office Manager  
Abigail Brow

Customer Experience 
Representatives  
Alexis Costello  
Sarah Steuer



Scan the QR code for more information 
or to schedule a trial class.

The School of Ballet Arizona's new satellite expansion  
now offers classes in the East Valley. Join us at the Center  

for Child and Family Wellness!

Ballet Arizona 
IS NOW IN  
THE EAST 
VALLEY!

Center for Child and Family Wellness 
424 W Rio Salado Pkwy, Mesa, AZ 85201

Classes available now!  
Open Beginner/Intermediate Adult Ballet: 
Wednesdays 9:00 – 10:30 am

Children’s Division:
Primary A (Ages 4-5) Tuesdays 3:45 – 4:30 pm

Primary B (Ages 5-6) Tuesdays 4:30 – 5:30 pm

An introduction to the art of ballet by  
promoting exploration of creativity and 
expression through movement.

School Year Tuition (Starting August 18, 2025)

Primary A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $756

Primary B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $900

Pay in full or pay monthly (with deposit). Classes 
for this school year run through May 23, 2026. 
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Daniela began her career at Ballet of Municipal 
Theatre of Rio de Janeiro in 1994, becoming a 
soloist in 1995. She joined the Dutch National 
Ballet in 1999, performing key roles in ballets such 
as The Sleeping Beauty and Romeo and Juliet. She 
started choreographing as a young dancer and 
quickly gained recognition with works for the Dutch 
National Ballet like Three Movements for Cello & 
Piano and Zaahir. She was selected for the New York 
Choreographic Institute in 2008 and was named a 

“New Name to Watch” by Dance Europe Magazine in 2015. She has created works for 
companies including Birmingham Royal Ballet, West Australian Ballet, New English 
Ballet Theatre, Dutch National Ballet - main and Junior companies, São Paulo 
Dance Company and Municipal Theatre of Rio de Janeiro. Cardim has also taught, 
mentored and choreographed at institutions like The Royal Ballet School, Elmhurst 
Ballet School and English National Ballet. After retiring as a dancer in 2010, she 
earned a first-class honors degree in arts management from London South Bank 
University. She has held various leadership roles at the New English Ballet Theatre 
and was named artistic director of Ballet Arizona in 2024.

Daniela Cardim 
Artistic Director

Jami Kozemczak was appointed Executive Director 
for Ballet Arizona in May 2022, after having served as 
the Director of Development since 2015. Kozemczak 
works to advance the organization through a people-
centered leadership model that focuses on building 
culture, expanding programs, and increasing revenue 
generation. During her tenure, the organization has 
successfully implemented a culture of philanthropy 
that permeates throughout the organization. She 
has secured more than $50 million in contributed 

revenue during her time at Ballet Arizona, and increased earned revenue by 53% 
since her first year as Executive Director. 

Kozemczak has 16 years of experience in arts non-profit management which 
includes fundraising, strategic planning, public relations, communications, donor 
relations, and marketing. Beginning her career as a marketing professional, 
she quickly transitioned to fundraising after discovering her true vocation was 
connecting donors to their passion. Jami holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from Arizona State University. Jami’s volunteer work centers on mentorship; 
she served on the AFP Professional Mentoring Program Committee for 7 years and 
has a passion for helping individuals invest in themselves and their future. 

Jami Kozemczak 
Executive Director

Director Biographies
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About Us

Ballet Arizona, in its 39th season, is dedicated to preserving and celebrating 
classical dance while creating new and innovative works. Under the artistic 
direction of internationally acclaimed choreographer Daniela Cardim—a former 
dancer with Dutch National Ballet and the Ballet of Municipal Theatre of Rio 
de Janeiro—Ballet Arizona follows her lead to the future of dance in Arizona. 
The School of Ballet Arizona promotes access to the art of ballet through dance 
education, focusing on form and by directing each student to a life-long love of 
dance. Following this vision, Ballet Arizona connects to more than 25,000 children 
and families every year through its free and low cost outreach programs.

Board of Directors 2025-2026

CHAIR 
Paul Hommert 
Community Volunteer

VICE CHAIR 
Katherine Hurd  
MedTech Collective 

SECRETARY 
Ashley L. Case  
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.

TREASURER 
Frederick C. Corey  
Community Volunteer  

Doug Ball 
Community Volunteer

Katie Bargetto 
Axiom Wealth Solutions

Lisa Bell 
LMB Project Management

Joan Berry*  
Board Member Emerita 

Kristen Boilini 
Pivotal Policy Consulting LLC      

Mike Bolar 
Immediate Past Chair,  
Stoker Ostler

Carla Cohen  
Community Volunteer 

Hollie Crim 
Community Volunteer

Jacquie Dorrance* 
Board Member Emerita

Jerry Harden** 
Board Member Emeritus

Stephen Hardy  
Community Advocate, Author 

Eleni Hauptman 
Plattner, Schneidman  
& Schneider 

Gwen Hillis* 
Chairman Emerita 

Jennifer Holsman Tetreault 
TPI Composites

Karen Jurichko Lowell  
Womble Bond Dickinson

Barbara Katz 
The Katz Company EMC

Karlin Keller 
Intel Corporation 

John Kinser  
Enterprise Bank & Trust 

Mary Ann Luciano 
Community Volunteer

Christa McJunkin 
Salt River Project

Veronica Moore  
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Christel Mosby 
Grand Canyon Education 

Tracy Olson 
Snell & Wilmer, LLP

Barbara Ottosen* 
Board Member Emerita

Kim Paltzik  
Community Volunteer

Gregory Puckett 
Waymo

Merle Rosskam 
Community Volunteer

Carol Schilling* 
Board Chairman Emerita

Mack Schwing   
Community Volunteer 

David Thompson* 
Board Member Emeritus

Ruth Whitehead 
Burns & McDonnell

Carol Whiteman** 
Board Member Emerita

G. Van Velson Wolf Jr 
Community Volunteer

Bradley Wyatt 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

*Lifetime members, non-voting 
**In Memoriam
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Artistic Staff

Maria Simonetti, Rehearsal Director

Ms. Simonetti, a Buenos Aires native, trained at Teatro Colón and 
danced with La Joven Guardia of Ballet Nacional de Cuba before 
assisting Laura Alonso as stage director for Cuballet. She taught 
at several institutions, including the Magda Aunon School of 
Ballet and Pittsburgh’s Point Park College, before becoming ballet 
mistress at Hubbard Street Dance Chicago in 1995. While assisting 

choreographer Daniel Ezralow, she contributed to various productions, including 
Mandala and choreography for Pope John Paul II's International Youth Day. She has 
staged works for the Bratislava Dance Theatre and the National Ballet of Greece. 
In 1997, she became rehearsal director for Ballet Arizona while still working as a 
visiting artist, returning to Hubbard Street Dance Chicago each summer. Recently, 
she collaborated with Ib Andersen on Romeo & Juliet for Kansas City Ballet's 50th-
anniversary season and served as a guest teacher for Nederlands Dans Theater. 

Lisbet Companioni, Ballet Mistress

A native of Camagüey, Cuba, Lisbet Companioni began her 
career in ballet as a member of Ballet de Camagüey under the 
direction of its co-founder, Fernando Alonso. Her repertoire as 
a dancer includes Don Quixote, Dracula, La Bayadère, La Fille mal 
gardée, Napoli, and The Three Musketeers. In 2001 Companioni 
joined Ballet Arizona as a dancer and originated featured roles 

in Ib Andersen’s 2B, Elevations, Mosaik and Play. Her modern repertoire includes 
soloist roles in Twyla Tharp’s Sinatra Suite, The Golden Section and Company B. Her 
interest in Balanchine ballets grew as she added George Balanchine’s Agon, Apollo, 
Allegro Brillante, Serenade, and Theme and Variations to her repertory. Companioni 
has always had a passion for teaching and coaching dancers, and is also a faculty 
member at The School of Ballet Arizona. Companioni retired from the stage in 2008 
to become Ballet Arizona’s Ballet Mistress

David Krensing, Ballet Master 

A Minnesota native and former Principal Dancer with 
Pennsylvania Ballet, David Krensing performed numerous leading 
classical, contemporary and modern dance roles by renowned 
choreographers. Mr. Krensing has toured the US and Europe, 
independently and as a PA Ballet dancer, and has been featured 
domestically and internationally in both company produced and 

independent productions. Mr. Krensing holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Stephens 
College, and a Master of Fine Arts from The University of Arizona. In addition to his 
ballet master duties, he is a faculty member at The School of Ballet Arizona.
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Additional Artistic Staff

Director of Production
Michael J. Panvini

Technical Director
Zachary Cooper

Assistant Technical 
Director/Head Electrician 
Jessica Muñoz

Stage Manager
Laura Cadieux

Assistant Stage Manager
Reggie Wisniewski

Deck Crew
Sam Cooper

Additional stagehands 
provided by
IATSE Local #336

Costume Shop
Cecilia Acosta
Flor Loya
Camila Corrales
Edna Orlanes
Vera Solodovnikova
Iris Weng

Costume Director
Leonor Texidor

Wardrobe Supervisor
Kaler Pilar Navazo 

Company Photographers
Ron Brewer
Ed Flores
Tzu-Chia Huang
Rosalie O'Connor
Angela Stirling 

Michael Korsch, Lighting and Projection Design

Michael Korsch is a lighting, projection and scenic designer based 
in Philadelphia, PA, where he earned his BA in theatre from 
Temple University.  He has worked with numerous directors and 
choreographers, creating hundreds of visual designs for dance, 
theatre and other live performances throughout North and South 
America, Europe, Asia, and Australia, as well as New Zealand.  

Michael has been the resident lighting designer for Complexions Contemporary Ballet 
since 1998, and Ballet Arizona since 2001.  In addition, Michael has created designs for 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, American Ballet Theatre, Aspen Santa Fe Ballet, 
Backhausdance, BalletMet, Ballet Nice Méditerranée, Ballet West, BalletX, Carolina 
Ballet, Charlotte Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, Cleveland Play House, Czech National Ballet, 
DanceBrazil, Dance Theatre of Harlem, Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, Disney 
Creative Entertainment, English National Ballet, FELA! The Concert, Houston Ballet, 
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, MOMIX, Oakland Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, 
Philadelphia Ballet, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, Royal Danish Ballet, Sacramento Ballet, 
San Francisco Ballet, Staatsballett Berlin, and Washington Ballet among others. 

Matthew Kasper, Conductor

Matthew Kasper currently serves as Resident Conductor of The 
Phoenix Symphony, Principal Conductor of Ballet Arizona, and Artistic 
and General Director of Phoenix Youth Symphony Orchestras. In 2018, 
during his sixth season with The Phoenix Symphony, he was promoted 
from Assistant to Resident Conductor. He is a recipient of the 2020 
Solti Foundation US Career Assistance Award. He has conducted 

extensively in the United States, Europe and Asia, with the Rochester Philharmonic, 
the Tucson Symphony, Opera National de Lorraine and the Orchestre Symphonique et 
Lyrique de Nancey, among others. Matthew is a former member of the Chicago Civic 
Orchestra. He holds degrees in violin performance from the Aaron Copland School of 
Music and the Chicago College of Performing Arts. Matthew also holds a Masters degree 
in Orchestral Conducting from the Aaron Copland School of Music.
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As Ballet Arizona's official training school, we are committed to nurturing the 
next generation of dancers. Our School offers comprehensive ballet education in 
a supportive and inspiring environment for students of all ages and skill levels, 
from beginner to pre-professional. Our curriculum, which emphasizes classical 
ballet technique, artistry, and performance opportunities, is guided by experienced 
faculty who bring professional expertise to the studio. We are dedicated to 
excellence and individual growth, fostering a love for dance while preparing 
students for a future in the arts or beyond.

A comprehensive syllabus has been developed to maintain the fundamental 
aspects of classical ballet technique and offers the highest quality training at every 
level, in every program, through:

•	 Internationally-renowned faculty

•	 Live piano accompaniment for all ballet classes

•	 A unique connection to Ballet Arizona as Arizona’s official Ballet Company

•	 Access to the finest dance facility in the Southwest

Ballet Arizona's state-of-the-art facility allows generous capacity for The School 
of Ballet Arizona to offer education and dance training programs effectively. With 
seven studios and locker rooms, students can focus and expand their training in 
this stimulating environment.

In addition to dance training, The School of Ballet Arizona offers open classes for 
students ages 14 & up. This program is a great way to experience dance training, 
stay in shape, and have fun. Classes available for all levels.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more.

School of Ballet Arizona dancers. Photo by Tzu Chia Huang.

The School of Ballet Arizona
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School Faculty and Staff 

School Manager  
Jasmine Nunn

School Administrator  
Tyler Hooten

Upper Division Coordinator &  
Studio Company Manager  
Alecia Good-Boresow

Upper Division Student Liaison  
Gillmer Duran

Principal Faculty  
Luis Martinez

Children’s & Lower Division Coordinator 
Fabiana Poulis

Ballet Master & Summer Intensive 
Coordinator  
David Krensing

Permanent Guest Faculty  
Roberto Muñoz

Arizona School for the Arts  
Program Manager  
Gia Firicano

Teaching Staff 
Sibylle Acatos-Dadey,  
Daniel Baudendistel, Camila Corrales, 
Sarah Diniz, Rachel Gehr, Tyler Hooten, 
Mishelle Mackle, Gail Passey-Reed, 
Natalie Ramirez, Elaine Seretis,  
Kleiton Sistélos, Robyn Tennyson 

School Assistants  
Chris Caracciolo, Amina Mohammed, 
Maya Sarraf

Company & School Accompanists  
Shauna Bierly, Larisa Denman,  
Kylar Gardner, Amanda Hidalgo,  
Robert Kaplan, Klara Kukumi,  
Jisun Myung, Larry Phibbs,  
Natasha Schwimmer, Terry Seretis,  
Bill Swayze, Grace Templeton

James Payne 
School Director   

James Payne began his ballet training in Phoenix, 
Arizona with Nina Marlow, Michel Fokine’s great 
niece. He performed with Ballet West (1989-1994) 
and Houston Ballet (1994-2001). With over 35 
years experience in ballet, he has excelled in both 
classical and contemporary roles, including soloist 
and principal roles in major classics by Balanchine, 
Forsythe, and Kylian.

After retiring from performing, Payne served as 
Houston Ballet’s company manager, co-founded 

a student company and school in Texas, and choreographed five full-length and 
numerous one-act ballets. He has held roles including Philadelphia Ballet's School 
Director, Houston Ballet Academy faculty, and board member of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists. Currently, he is a Master Teacher, judge for YAGP, and repetiteur 
for Trey McIntyre, staging his ballets worldwide.



T H E  S C H O O L  O F  B A L L E T  A R I Z O N A  P R E S E N T S

The School of Ballet Arizona Students. 
Photos by Rosalie O'Connor.

FALL SHOWCASE
November 14 – 16, 2025 at Dorrance Theatre

Learn More at balletaz.org



OPEN CLASSES 
FOR ADULTS
Enjoy the benefits of quality dance 
training in The School of Ballet 
Arizona’s remarkable studios
Open to adults of all ages and teens age 
14 and up, this program is a great way to 
experience dance training, stay in shape  
and have fun! Classes in ballet, Horton 
technique and more are offered for true 
beginners through advanced.

Photo by Rosalie O'Connor.

For more information visit balletaz.org  
or call 602.381.0188

Named Best Drop-in  
Adult Ballet Class by 
Phoenix New Times
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Giving Back
Community Engagement
For over 30 years, Ballet Arizona has served Arizona communities based on the belief that 
the magic of a single performance has the ability to change lives. Ballet Arizona offers a wide 
variety of Community Engagement programs that seek to educate communities about this 
transformative power of dance. Through our work we strive to empower individuals to engage 
more deeply with the art form and eliminate the barriers to participation that prevent people 
from experiencing dance.

EDUCATE INSPIRE IMPACT
25,662   
ARIZONA  
RESIDENTS 
SERVED

15 PROGRAMS
Lifelong Learning

Programs for Teachers & Schools 

Community Programs 

Behind-the-Scenes Programs

Schools served in 67 zip codes

 645
HOURS 

spent engaging  
with the community

G
iv

in
g 

B
ac

k

$30,300  
in scholarship money awarded
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Dance for Parkinson's Disease students after class.

We want to thank our 
Official Community 
Engagement sponsor 

For more information 
about our Community 
Engagement programs, visit 
our website at balletaz.org/
community-engagement or 
scan the QR code.

“Ballet Arizona welcomes children and their parents to be part of  

the world of ballet in such an easy way. They come to our communities 

and leave the door open; letting everyone know that they can 

participate if they want. It’s very subtle and very powerful.”

– BAZ Partner

Community Engagement Teaching Artists:  
Eva Bighorse, Debbie Braganza, Sky Duncan, Jonie Henriksson, Angela Patrice,  
Michelle Reissig, Cecilia Smith

At Ballet Arizona, we offer programs for  
all members of the community: 

Programs for Teachers and Schools 

•	 Class Act 

•	 Classroom Visits 

•	 DanceAZ 

•	 Driven to Dance

•	 Performance Hour Field Trips 

•	 Student Matinee Performances

Creative Aging Programs 

•	 Creative Aging through Dance 

•	 Dance for Parkinson’s Disease 

Community Programs

•	 Adaptive Dance 

•	 Community Angel Nights

•	 Ballet Under the Stars 

•	� Native American Hoop Dance 

•	 Speaking Engagements and Presentations 

Behind the Scenes Programs 

•	 Performance Chats 

•	 Studio Spotlight 



ADAPTIVE & INCLUSIVE PROGRAMS

For more class information and to register, visit balletaz.org.

2835 E. Washington St. Phoenix, AZ 85034  
bazeducation@balletaz.org | 602.343.6508

DANCE FOR 
PARKINSON’S 
DISEASE
Find renewed strength,  
confidence, and hope! 

Ballet Arizona offers free dance  
classes to help individuals and their 
caregivers manage the physical and 
emotional symptoms associated with 
Parkinson’s Disease or movement  
and balance disorders.

INSTRUCTOR: Debbie Braganza

Photo by Megan Braganza.

ADAPTIVE DANCE
Share the love of dance and  
foster creativity! 

The Adaptive Dance Program is designed 
for students ages 5−22 to create a class 
environment that is sensitive to the 
needs of students with diverse cognitive, 
physical and developmental needs while 
nurturing their self-expression and 
developing their movement, social, and 
rhythmic skills. Ages for each level are 
recommendations, each student will be 
evaluated for final placement.

INSTRUCTOR: Michelle Reissig
Photo by Nikiana Medansky.



Join us for   

PERFORMANCE 
CHATS

Pre-Performance Chat 
Begins 45 minutes before the performance  

on Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings and  
Sunday matinee.

Post-Performance Chat
Begins immediately following the  

Saturday 2 pm performance. 

Each chat is 15 minutes long. 
See an usher on where to attend!

Admission is FREE with your ticket!

Sponsored by



Ballet Arizona dancers Helio Lima and Leticia Endler. Photo by Michael Higgins.

Leave a Legacy 
The Legacy for Dance program recognized those who provide for Ballet Arizona through a 
gift in their estate plan. A legacy gift may enable you to support Ballet Arizona, secure the 
financial needs of your loved ones, and provide you with tax benefits. Legacy gifts of all 
sizes help us meet our current goals and plan further into the future. 

Through our partnership with FreeWill, you have access to a secure, online tool to 
create or update your will at no cost. In just 20 minutes, you can: 

•	 Protect your loved ones 

•	 Designate guardians for children or pets 

•	 Appoint trusted individuals for healthcare and financial decisions 

•	 Gain peace of mind knowing your plans are in place 

Visit balletaz.org/legacy_giving to learn more about FreeWill and our Legacy for Dance 
program recognizing those who provide for Ballet Arizona through a gift in their estate plan. 

Have questions?
Contact Steven Henderson, Director of Philanthropy,  
at 602.343.6520 or shenderson@balletaz.org



Investing in our future
Ballet Arizona and The School of Ballet Arizona offer a variety of merit and/or need-based 
scholarships. Beyond furthering education, and in some cases breaking down financial 
barriers, scholarships are an investment in people, our school, and the advancement of ballet. 

THE TED STEPHAN 
SCHOLARSHIP
Established by a generous bequest from 
ballet lover and supporter, Ted Stephan, 
this endowed scholarship is merit-based 
and awarded each year. His lifelong 
passion for dance will now live on through 
future generations.

THE HEARST FOUNDATIONS 
SCHOLARS
This endowed scholarship supports a portion 
of tuition for four to five students annually.

THE DAVID HALLBERG 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR BOYS
This scholarship is awarded to one or more 
boys ages 13 and up who demonstrate a 
passion for ballet.

To learn more about how you can support our scholarship programs, contact Director of 
Philanthropy, Steven Henderson at 602.343.6520 or shenderson@balletaz.org.

Photos by Rosalie O'Connor and Tzu-Chia Huang.

For more information on how to apply for scholarships, please contact  
The School of Ballet Arizona at school@balletaz.org.



Ballet Barre is a dynamic group of young professionals who support Ballet Arizona through 
membership, volunteerism and their love of dance. Membership begins at only $30 annually! 
Members enjoy exclusive benefits, including Ballet Barre Night receptions at Saturday evening 

Symphony Hall performances, and a behind-the-scenes view of the company.

Scan the QR code to join today and see our calendar of events!  
For more information email balletbarre@balletaz.org
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Corporate Sponsors	

Public Support	

Foundation Support 	

Applied Materials Foundation 
Butler Family Foundation
Margaret T. Morris Foundation
Mesa Hohokam Foundation

William L. & Ruth T. Pendleton  
   Memorial Fund
PV Rotary Club
Virginia M. Ullman Foundation
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Ballet Arizona recognizes with deep 
appreciation contributors to The Next  
Step campaign, gifts received through 
September 24, 2025.

$1,000,000 and above
Dorrance Family Foundation
Barbara & Donald Ottosen

$500,000-$999,999
The Kemper & Ethel Marley Foundation
Carol & Randy Schilling
The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

$250,000-$499,999
A.J. Fleet Dickey**
Terri Haston

$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous
Mary & Jeff Ehret
Ellen & John** Ford
Goodmans Interior Structure
Eugene W. Rueckoldt & Delbert Harr*
J.P. Morgan Chase Bank
Erica & Bob Moran
Carol D. Whiteman**

$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous
Arizona Community Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona
Oonagh & John Boppart
Roger S. Firestone Foundation
Linda & Jerry** Harden
Theodore R. Stephan
Pat & Phil Turberg
American Airlines

$25,000-$49,999
Anonymous
Rebecca Ailes-Fine & Peter Fine
Ib Andersen
The Bansak Family
BMO Harris Bank
Kay & Rhett** Butler
Carol & Larry Clemmensen
Lee & Mike Cohn
Molly & Nick DeFilippis
Susan Drescher-Mulzet & Mark Mulzet
Casey Durham**
The F2 Family Foundation
The Moreno Family Foundation
Linda “Mac” & Russ Perlich
Lois & Stephen Savage
SRP
W. Gary Suttle
Shoshana & Bob** Tancer
Holly Van Winkle Family
John M. Wolff Foundation

 

$10,000-$24,999
Doris & Larry Ashkin
Joan & Charlie Berry
Sandy Byra & John Bourque
Mary & Michael Carey
Kate Groves & Warren Meyer
Judd & Billie Jo Herberger
Joan P. Heller**
Gwen & Durrell Hillis
The Katz Family Foundation
The Kelly Brown Memorial Fund
Abby & Kory Leadon
Kay Martens & Phil Cram
Elizabeth & Natale Messina
Margaret T. Morris Foundation
Barbara S. Meyer
Rose & Harry Papp
Gayle & Pat Ray
Dean Rennell
Gloria & William Robinson
Evelyn G. & Daniel J. Simon
Nancy Swanson
Sharon & David Thompson
Ann & Van Wolf 
Natalie J. Woodman*

And many more generous donations 
from various supporters.

The Next Step Donors

Legacy for Dance

D
on

or
s

We are grateful to these donors 
who have made Ballet Arizona a 
component of their estate plans.  

Anonymous (2) 
Judy Ackerman
Bette Adelman 
Stephanie A. Alex 
Patricia Armstrong*
Forrest Barr*
Joan & Charlie Berry
Oonagh & John Boppart** 
Oliver H. Briggs, Jr.*
Carol & Arthur Brandon
Leisa Burdine 
Carol Mae Butler* 
Thomas N. Chapman
Maria & Jim Cockrum 
Virginia Counts
Luther & Louise Dilatush Trust* 
Dr. Amy Barmeier Dru*
Robert & Margaret Dundas* 
Janet Fabio
Ellen & John Ford*
Jill H. Ford
Ann DeFrance & James Greisiger
Dominic J. Gagliano 
Marjorie Earl Geiger*
John H. Gombas & Rich Geier*
Stacy Gould
Ruth Gunston Living Trust*
Colleen & Bruce Hallberg
Terrence Hanson 

Linda & Jerry Harden
The Hazel A.S. Hare Estate*
Elizabeth B. Harlan*
Delbert Harr*
Terri Haston
Susan & Richard Helzer 
Carolyn & Dave Hetrick
Gwen Hillis 
Bill Howard*
Margaret L Huebner* 
Katherine Hurd 
Theodosia P. Joyce*
Paula Kaper 
Donna Kapp*
Barbara Katz 
Dan A. Klingenberg*
Jo Leong & Peter Kalapuziak
Dorothy Lincoln-Smith &  

Harvey Smith* 
Shirley A. Lowman
Judy Magnuson
Kay Martens & Phil Cram
John K. & Patricia A. Meinert*
Dr. J. Richard Monast
Margaret & Duane Morse
Jo Oldaker Estate*
Betty & Robert Orth*
Janice Cipos Pangrazzi &  

Richard Pangrazzi
Rose & Harry Papp
William H. & Mary B. Parker 
Gerald Phillips

Dr. William H. Powell &  
Donna C. Powell*

Margaret M. Purcell*
Mildred Reed*
Ann B. Ritt*
Lucile J. Roca*
Thomas Carlton Rogers II
Beverly & Floyd Roos* 
Carol & Arnold Rudoff
Eugene W. Rueckoldt 
Dave & Kim Schaller 
Rita & Steven Schlosser
Gloria Schmidt*
Mack Schwing  

in memory of Joan Moyer Schwing
Maire & Robert Simington
Evelyn G. & Daniel J. Simon
Theodore R. Stephan*
W. Gary Suttle 
Janet Traylor 
Carissa Vanitzian
Brooks Vitalone & Paul Butzler
Naomi* & Gerald Weiner
Barbara T. West*
Claire West
Dr. Stephen & Mrs. Jeanne Winograd
Iris Wigal
Natalie J. Woodman* 
Pat & Barry Yellen

* �Denotes a bequest that has  
been realized.
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Donor listing current as of  
September 24, 2025.

PRIMA CIRCLE 
Donors who annually 
contribute $1,500 or more

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE  
$100,000 and above
Anonymous 
Bob Benson 
Oonagh & John Boppart**
The Flinn Foundation
The Diane & Bruce Halle Foundation
The Hearst Foundations 
Ibis Foundation 
The Kemper & Ethel Marley 

Foundation
Carole & Arte Moreno
Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture 
F. Francis & Dionne Najafi |  

Pivotal Foundation
Thomas Carlton Rogers II

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE  
$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous 
Joan & Charles Berry
The Shubert Foundation 
The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE  
$25,000-$49,999
Arizona 5 Arts Circle
Joan Benjamin & Laurence Cherkis 
Kay Butler5 | Butler Family Foundation
Desert Botanical Garden
Mary & Jeff Ehret 
Margaret & Duane Morse 
National Bank of Arizona
Nike N7 Fund 
Merle & Steve Rosskam5 
Mack Schwing
Dr. & Mrs. Gary L. Septon
Joyce & James Smith
SRP
Richard P. Stahl Charitable Fund
The Steele Foundation
Twiford Foundation
Virginia M. Ullman Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER’S CIRCLE 
$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (5)
APS Foundation
Arizona Commission on the Arts
City of Chandler
City of Peoria
Maria & Jim Cockrum 
Judie Cosentino  

in memory of Rudy Cosentino 
JoEllen Doornbos 
Rebecca & Sam Eden
Estrella
Town of Fountain Hills 
City of Glendale

Gila River Indian Community
Davie Glaser  

in memory of Anne & Paul Hochberg
Grand Canyon University
Beth & Paul Hommert
Katherine Hurd
Barbara Katz
Margaret T. Morris Foundation 
Mayo Clinic Sports Medicine
Jason Mussman
National Endowment for the Arts
Otto & Edna Neely Foundation
Northern Trust
Barbara & Donald Ottosen
Eleanore Rosenthal & Stephen Williams  
Jean & Fred Shaulis 
Constance Stine & Douglas Ball
Stoker Ostler Wealth Advisors
Nancy Swanson
Tempe Diablos Charities
Gordon Troan
Jana Turner
Ann & Van Wolf 

BALLET MASTER’S CIRCLE 
$5,000-$9,999
Leona S. Aiken & Stephen G. West
Applied Materials Foundation 
Arizona Community Foundation 
The Arizona Republic –  

Season’s for Sharing
Axiom Wealth Solutions
Don & Jane Baker
Christa Berlanti
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona
Kristen Boilini
Mike & Barbara Bolar 
Arthur Brandon
Burns & McDonnell
Dawna & Dan Calderone
Darren & Ashley Case
Gary & Patricia Cohen
Linda Cohen 
Frederick C. Corey &  

Germain P. Planchais
Richard Corton
Hollie Crim
Marvin & Betty Danto Family 

Foundation
Jennifer Davis 
Dickinson Wright 
Caroline Durham
Suzanne & Carter Emerson
Freed of London
Edith Goble & Philip Haggerty
Eleni & Jeremy Hauptman
City of Goodyear 
David & Betty Gullen 
Stephen Hardy & Addison Crawford  
Susan & Richard Helzer 
Jennifer Holsman-Tetreault  

& Colin Tetreault
Richard Johnston
Rita King & Tim Keneipp

John Kinser
Carol Klein 
Jami Kozemczak & Brad Reifschneider
Ann & Bob Krahman
Anne Taylor Kunkel
Jan & Tom Lewis | T.W. Lewis Foundation
Carole Lindemann & George Prentice 
Larissa & Robert Lodzinski
Mary Ann Luciano 
Martin Marietta
MVP Sports Images 
David & Kimberly Paltzik
Pharos Foundation
Dr. Adam Rosenberg
Hugh & Marcia Ruddock
Rita & Steven Schlosser
Marlene & Eugene Shapiro
Carolyn W. & John G. Stuart
Talking Stick Resort
Womble Bond Dickinson
Bradley & Corie Wyatt
Dr. Aaron Wyse & Dr. Sarah Gibson 

DESIGNER’S CIRCLE  
$3,500-$4,999
Pari & Peter Banko
Camille & Matthew Bendick
Kevin Berry
David Carson 
Carla & Adrian Cohen
Lindsay Danto
Diane & John Eckstein
Dominic J. Gagliano
Mimi Horwitz5 
HUB International 
Harley & Heidi Lisherness
Kay Martens & Phil Cram 
Virginia & Al Metz
Michael Ringer & Patricia Mariella 
Evelyn G. & Daniel J. Simon
Patricia Siroky
Kevin Stewart
Bart Turner
Claire & Myron Warshaw

DANCER’S CIRCLE 
$2,500-$3,499
Anonymous (5)
Marty & Mary Aronson
Diane Bradshaw & Dr. John Demenkoff
Daniela Cardim
Pamela & Edward Chu 
Ginny Compton
Virginia Counts 
Barbara & John R. Cummings
Desert Diamond Casinos 
Cheryl & Jack** Esmond
Executive Council Charities 
Jill H. Ford
Annette & Leonard Frankel
Elton Gilbert & Jon Quinn5
Karen & Roger Hale
Anna Lise & Erik** Hansen
Bev Leinbach

D
onorsAnnual Fund Donors
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John F. Long Foundation
Shirley A. Lowman
Diane Hanneman
Steven & Nicolie Henderson
Linda Herold & John Otto
Hella Hilbert
Thomas P. & Genevieve M. Houlihan
Karen Kuenster & Jim Osick
Judy & Edward McDonough 
Steven Minichiello & Cherrie Hill
Dr. Richard Monast Ph.D.
Eric Pittman5

Karen Rapp 
Barry Renaud & Halina Jarosz-Renaud
Thomas & Sarah Ruhlen 
Sherilyn & Joseph Sandor 
Angie Slade
Leo & Jean Stengel
Michael A. Tenore
Clifford Webster
Dr. Judith G. Wolf
Kari & Kurt Zangerle

PATRONS’ CIRCLE 
$1,500-$2,499
Diane Abe 
Anonymous (4)
Judy Ackerman & Richard Epstein
Rebecca Ailes-Fine & Peter Fine
Stephanie Alex
Caralee Allsworth
Julie Anderson
Carey Anthony
Kate Baker
Anita & Sergio Baranovsky
Michael Beaudreau
Lisa & Howard Bell
Rochelle Belsito
Susan & Lee**  Berk
Dale Block
Anya Borshch & Jake Minette
MJ Boster 
Charm Bowers
Debbie & Brian Braganza
Nancy & Joe Braucher
John & Melinda Brusky
Charlyn Burrows 
Flavia Campbell
Susan & Wally Chester 
Anne & Fred Christensen
Marcie Colpas 
Daniel Cornejo
Curated Medical
Betsy & Brian Curley
Ross Currie 
Ann Davies
Beth & Edward Dawkins
Jonae DeLong in memory of  

Gary W. Suttle
Rajiv Deodhar
Cascade DePierre
Cindi & Mike Deschane
Mary Dickman 
Paul & Pat Duplessis

Beverly & Paul Duzik
Dianna & Eric Dybal
Laura Eng
Peggy & Curtis Ensign
Janet Fabio
Barbara & Terry Fenzl
Amy Flood & Larry West
Jamie Brooke Forseth
Drs. Deborah & Michael Gilman
Stacy Gould
Norma Gutierrez
Terrence Hanson
Marilyn & Jerry** Hayden 
Milagros Henn
John Irwin 
Shari & Irwin Kanefsky
Jamie & Peggy Kapner
Lina Kay & Ricardo Bien-Willner
Jean Kiene
Linda Kriesel
Lisa Kroese 
Patrick Lagreid
Tom Lauerman in memory of  

Valerie Angulo Lauerman
Sally & Richard Lehmann
Erin & Ryan Lovrien 
Karen Lowell
Vicki & Roger Marce 
Dani McCune
Leslie & Lee McPheters
Antonia McVay
Mesa Hohokam Foundation 
Kara Montalvo 
Veronica Moore
Suzy Mortenson
Christel Mosby
Benita Munoz
Catherine & Michael Murray 
Robert & Roxane Nelson
Tracy Olson
Martha Otero
David & Karen Paldan 
Joseph Palomino
Richard & Janice Pangrazzi
The Paradise Valley Rotary Foundation
Mary B. & William H. Parker
Jody Pelusi
William L. & Ruth T. Pendleton 

Memorial Fund
Eric & Cindy Pickney
Dr. Michael & Peggy Pollay
Lee Pomush
Kathryn Preston
William A. Price & Kay M. Murray-Price
Gregory Puckett 
Serena Remy
Nancy B. Riegel 
Dr. Rebecca Robarge
Jeff & Robyn Sahid
Mary Samuels
Meg & Stephen Sapareto
Lillian & George Schade 
Dave & Kim Schaller

Adrienne Schiffner 
Mary & Paul Semma
Pat & John Seybolt
Peggy Sharp Chamberlain5
Charlie & Natalia Sherbow
Jordyn Siegfried 
Dr. Caren Siehl 
Karen Silberman 
Alison & Alex Siller
Curtiss & Leslie Smith
Mary Stefaniak
Matthew Stein
Olga & James** Strickland
Eleanor Umphres
Robert W. Wagner
Janet E & Rev. Dr. Walter F. Wieder
Iris Wigal 
Richard Wiggall
David Willison
Dr. Stephen A. & Jeanne Winograd
Joan Wurster
Kevin & Tiffany Zaba

CORPS DE BALLET 
Donors who annually  
contribute $50-$1,499

PIROUETTE  
$1,000-$1,499
Anonymous
Makenna & Mike Albrecht5 
Megan & John Anderson5

Ellen Andres Schneider &  
Ralph M. Andres5 

Bette Aronsohn
Alan & Char Augenstein
Brian Balusek & Ann Mammel Balusek5 
Catherine Bikos & Robert Gavlak
Mary Lela Bogardus
Margaret & Bryan Brady5 

Philip Carll & Lisa Davis5 
Amanda Cook 
Richard & Judy Cooper5
Deborah Cross
Michelle Curley
Robert Dixon
Maureen & Thomas Eye5

Charles Fine in memory of Penny Fine
Rose Frankfort
Michael & Renee Genetti
Gary Gephart
Angela & Jeffrey Glosser5

William & Judy Goldberg5

Edwin Goldstein
Frederick Green
Paul Guerrero
James & Linda Hamilton 
Karen & Larry Harris5

Paul & Helen-Marie Holmgren
Caryn Jenkins
Larry & Lynn Kahn5

Paula L. Kaper
Ruby Kaufman
Manuel & Susan Kramer5

Barbara & Graham Kretchman

Donors  continued
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Dorothy Lincoln-Smith5 
Nancy Mackie
Sean & Amy Manne
Michael & Mary Marinaccio 
Janet & John Melamed5

Don Middleton
Katherine Miller
Doris & Eliot Minsker5

Marie Myler
Sateesh & Vijaya Nabar
Sandra L. Obelsky
Kenneth O'Connor
Rose & Harry Papp5

Pathway to Success Foundation
Mary & David Patino5

Midtown Lions
Mary Kay & William Post
Nathalie Potvin
Kevin & Peggy Powell
Missy Romanoff5

Sue Ross & Ted Dodenhoff
Jennifer Rozar
Stella & Mark Saperstein5

James & Linda Saunders5

Jacqueline Schenkein &  
Michael Schwimmer

Amy Schiavoni 
Carol & Randy Schilling5

Barbara & Robert Schmid⁵
Patricia Ann Schmidt5

Chris Skarsten
Leslie Sleeman
George & Rosmary Stelmach
Tricia Sykes in memory of  

Oonagh & John Boppart
Tom & Nancy Thomson5

Richard Tollefson 
Pat & Phil Turberg5

Debbie & Jack Waitkus5

Linda Weatbrook
Julie & David Weinstein
Jeanne Wilcox 
Gretchen & Dick Wilson5

Kathy Wood
Steve & Denise Zabilski

GRAND JETÉ  
$500-$999
Anonymous (5)
John Agpoon & Steve Brown
Azteca Glass East 
Leslie Baier & Bo Bogardus
Deborah Barnett
Rosemary Berg
Deborah & Bill Boyd
Bernard Boyle
Rita Bricker
Louanne Brown
Juliet Burgess
Judy Capra5

Jill Christenholz5 
Linda Cooper & Norman Taylor
The Core Family
Stephen & Wendy Dachel 

Ann & Barry Davies 
Ann DeFrance
Terrence Dotzler
Cheryl Eames
Savannah Eastburn & Kyle Caoettee5

BJ & Luis Ehrenberg
Ardie & Steve Evans
Rebecca Ewald
Patti Eylar
Richard Feldheim5

Peter Finley
Dr. Allen W. Flores
Kathryn Gallowitz
Elly van Gelderen
Glenna Gibbons
Lynda Godkin 
Stephanie & Adam Goodman
Dr. Jill Gualdoni &  

Mr. Alexander Gualdoni
Jackie Gutsch5

Robyn Hansen5

Colin Henderson
Lori Hirsch5 
Gary & Ellen Horton
David & Joan Howell
Irene & Daniel Hunting
Jordan & Kenady Jobe5 
Roy & Debby Johnson
Jewel Johnston
Seth & Sarah Kist
Lynne Lagarde
Tracy & Javier LaMadrid
Jim & Anna Larson
Janice Lavitt5

Sylvia Lemmons 
Doug & Stephanie Leventhal5

Alice Lewis
Neale & Christine Louthain
Mary & William Lum
Madine Family
Chris Martin
Christian & Amy McBeth
Kevin McHenry
Paul & Elizabeth Montanari
Sabrina Murphy
Christine Musil 
Carolyn & Mark O’Malley
Vivian Nowak* & Lee Nowak
Edward Opstein
Donna J. Reiner, PhD 
Kristina Reisinger 
Lawrence & Joyce Reszka
Carolyn Rossell
Maggie Sacher & Paul Diefenderfer
Susan Sacks5

William & Susan Salvaterra
Jana Sample 
Ron Sassano
Phyllis Saylor
Joyce Schwartz
Mary Shattuck
Jacquie & Ray Shumway
Tamara Sieperman

Rowena Simberg5 
Dave Sinovic
Peter & Carolyn Slocum
George & Debra Smith
Otto Stanislaw5

Mark Stapp5

David Steele
Tess Talarico 
Lois Tatelman5

Joel Varner
Amanda Vaughan & Keith Thompson
Sarah Vedas 
Sandi Wallace
Erin Walsh-Beguin
Susan & Mel Weidner
Gerald Weiner
Weird & Rough Trust
Kendell & Ruth Whitehead
Iris & Michael Weng
Billy Wise
Dyan Wolf
John Woodland & Charlie Steak
Gail Zucker

ARABESQUE  
$250-$499 
Anonymous (8) 
Leah Atwell
Annia Bacus
Michael & Margaret Barton
April L. Beauboeuf
Carol Blackman
Jean Blair
Adralyn Blue
David & Joanna Brace
Dr. & Mrs. J. Daniel Bullington
Campbellton Worldwide
Claudia Carman
John & Marian Carter
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Charnetsky
Daming Chen
Katie & Todd Chester
Mary & Sam Colachis
Kathy Collins
Kristina & Dale Contratto  

dedicated to the memory of  
Noreen Thiellesen & Elsie Ashbeck

Catherine E. Coolidge 
Rena Cruse 
Maria Davis
Destremps Family
Scott DeWald & Deborah Jamieson
David & Priscilla Ducharme
Michael Durda 
Margaret Durrenberger 
Danya Epstein
Mary K. Farrington-Lorch
Elena Fedchenko
Randy Fincher
Tina Firetag
Lorraine & Ralph Fish
Kelly Fitzpatrick
Tim Flood 
Marian Frick
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Fry’s Food Stores 
Rhonda Fournier
Elsa Garcia & Alfonso Morales
Christian George
Paul Giancola
Rex & Beverly Gulbranson 
Andrew Roy Gluvna
Colby Goettel
Vanessa Goldberg & Yanis Braukis
Darlyne Grant 
Mike & Dena Greenawalt 
Jill Hastings 
Michael L. Hauser
Pauline Urbano Hechler
Marcus Hermansen
Tilina & Leland Hu
Ricardo & Georgina Iglesias
Catherine Jablonsky
Carolyn Johnsen & Richard Nye
Carolyn Johnston
Judy Johnston
Noah Johnston
Anne Jones
William & Diana Jones
Nathan Joseph
Juliann
Dr. Leslie Kanda & Alexandra
Erin Keller
Raymond Kemp
Lila Kilgas
Katelyn & Jay Kirchhofer
Joni Klink 
William F. & Suzan-Oda Knese
Susan Koch
Charlie Kulkarni
The Leblic Family
Eric & Leslie Larsen 
John & Anne Lehigh
Lysbeth Lieber
Diane Lofthouse
Lee & Shirley London
Lois Lorenz
Karen Marconi 
Lisa M. Marra
Karen Mckinnon
Lynn McRainey
Jerry Mettes
Margaret & Dieter Michel
Ashley Mikk
Rosanna Miller 
Harlietta Mitchell
Paula Nadell, MD
Theresa O'Brien & Donald Sobera
Kerry & Joe Olney 
Melody Page
Lisa Parker
Linda Peshkin
PHX Beer Co.
Joan Poppe
Elowen Potter-Shanahan
Karen Powers & Charles Buschert

Melanie Powers
David & Faith Rachofsky
Prof. Nicholas A. Rago
Patrick Rankin
Susan & Robert Rehm
Nathalie Rennell
Sarah Reveles
Debra Rinard
Michael Rockwell & David Wright
Ernest B. Robinson
Lorraine & Erhard Rollnik
Paul Rosenwasser
Lynn Ruskin
The Salisz Family
Judith & Michael Schaffert
Megan Schlottog
Hilda Schneider
Aimee Schwartz, MD
Robin Seltzer
Kathleen Louise Sieperman
Nancy Silverman
Janet Slawinski
Ronald & Patricia Smith
Jen Spencer
Salvatore Spinella
Claire Steigerwald
Linnéa Storm
Jane & Michael Strauss
USMC in honor of Emma Taylor
Jeff & Kristen Van Arsdale
Warren L. Wheeler & John D. Bollas
Jim & Eileen Wraith
Edward Zachary  

in memory of Lois Zachary
Julia Zentmyer
Mark Zigler

MATCHING GIFTS 
Ballet Arizona deeply appreciates  
the matching gifts received from  
donors’ employers.
ADP 
American Express
Apple Inc. 
Boeing
BMO Private Bank
Cisco 
CVS Health
Discover
Eaton
Encore Capital Group 
Franklin Templeton
GoDaddy 
Honest Company
IAP
Intel
Intuitive Foundation
JP Morgan Chase
Lam Research
Medtronic Premier Healthcare 
Morgan Stanley
Nordstrom

Northern Trust
ON Semiconductor
PNC Bank
Prudential Financial
Raytheon Technologies
Starbucks
UMB Bank Arizona
United Healthcare
U.S. Bank
Vanguard
Wells Fargo

GIFTS-IN-KIND 
Amazing Flowers 
Angie Slade Design 
APS
City of Phoenix & Phoenix  

Convention Center
Cyn Silva Art
The Derm Lab RX
Desert Botanical Garden
Hotel Valley Ho
Itamar Stern & Foothills Sports 

Medicine Therapy
illy
Luv Luxe
Mountain Shadows
OnMedia 
PHX Beer Co. 
Rozalina Loen Art
The Stockyards, Arizona’s Original 

Steakhouse
Whish Beauty

** Deceased 
5  �Provides support to Ballet Arizona  

as a member of Arizona 5 Arts Circle  

Ballet Arizona deeply appreciates the 
support of this organization. Five Arts 
Circle has given more than $4 million to 
the arts in Arizona in the past 20 years. 
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